
King’s Wood School – Year 4 Summer Term Overview 

Miss Kirk and Miss Williams 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back. We hope you had a relaxing and enjoyable Easter break. In this letter 

we have outlined the areas your child will be learning about during this term, leading 

up to the end of the school year.  

English 

During Literacy we will be studying texts related to our Africa topic. These will 

include a range of stories which originate from Africa and explore African cultures, 

beliefs and lifestyles. As part of this, your child will learn to write narratives and 

poems, using a variety of textual features and rhyming schemes, and improve their 

spelling and grammar through drafting and improving their work. In order to help 

improve their spellings, your child will be given their Dizzy Spellers lists which they 

must practice at home regularly. They will be tested on these spellings each week. 

At school, your child will participate in a wide range of reading activities: shared 

reading, guided reading and independent reading. We also expect children to read 

regularly to an adult at home. Please record their progress in their reading record, 

which will be checked each week. 

Maths 

This half term we will be concentrating on measures and conversion, time, shape and 

applying mathematical understanding when solving word problems. Please continue to 

help your child to consolidate their knowledge of the number facts they have been 

taught throughout the year, e.g. number bonds and times tables. It is a requirement 

that children know all times tables to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4.  We will continue 

having Cracking Times Tables tests every week. Additional practice at home would be 

beneficial and the PiXL app is an excellent way to do this. Login details for each child 

have been sent home but please ask if you have any problems.   

Science  

The first Science topic for this term is ‘Electricity’. Children will learn about 

appliances that use electricity, keeping safe using electricity, draw electrical circuits, 

and using conductors and insulators. There will be hands-on investigations where 

children will be able to construct simple circuits and make their own switches out of 

paperclips, observing the effect of this.  After this, we will be studying Living Things 

and Habitats, linked to study of our local environment and Forest Schools. 

Topic 

This term our topic is Africa, where we are studying the countries within the 

continent, and geographical features such as major rivers, lakes and the Great Rift 



Valley. We will be looking at how natural resources effect the lives of African people.  

We will use ICT to research climate zones, animals, plants, customs and culture.  

Art and Design & Design Technology 

Linked to our Africa topic, we will be researching and making African foods.  Children 

will be making African masks, based on their ceremonial and traditional use.  Children 

will also be researching and making their own textiles, using a range of techniques, 

such as stencil patterns, block printing and silk-screen printing. 

PE 

4K will be swimming at Handy Cross Leisure Centre this half-term, which 4W 

thoroughly enjoyed during the Spring Term.  Year 4 will be learning cricket and 

practising athletics skills, leading up to Sports Week in July. 

Indoor PE will be linked to the Africa topic, with dances based on African life and 

rhythms.  This also links to our African drumming session.  

RE 

Our RE topic for this half-term is Founders and we are also linking RE to topic and 

English, when reading African Creation Stories. 

Trips and In-School Events 

May 10th – African Drumming (at King’s Wood) 

June 6th – Link Schools with Holmer Green (at King’s Wood) 

June 7th – Year 4 Sing, Perform, Inspire (at King’s Wood) 

June 18th – Whipsnade Zoo  

June 27th – Link Schools (at Holmer Green) 

July 5th – 6th Green Park residential trip and sleepover at school  

July 8th – Sports Week 

July 11th – Sports Day  

 

Please feel free to come in and see us if you have any additional questions or queries, 

please report to the school office in the normal way in the first instance or catch us 

on the playground at the end of the day. 

Yours sincerely 

Miss Williams and Miss Kirk 


