
 

 

 

Spring Newsletter 

Dear Parents / Carers,  

I am pleased to say that everyone has settled back into the routine of school and the 

children are enjoying being with friends again. Below are some updates.   

Staffing Changes  

Mr Daltry has taken the decision to retire at the end of this term after working as a teacher 

at the school for over fifteen years. He will be sadly missed and has been an invaluable 

member of the team throughout his time here. I am sure you all join me in thanking him for 

his commitment to the children of King’s Wood and in wishing him a happy and long 

retirement.  

Mrs Reid has been appointed to teach Mr Daltry’s class for the summer term and has 

already been in to spend time getting to know the children.  

Communication  

Being able to communicate directly with your child’s teacher via email during lockdown was 

beneficial for everyone. However, now we have returned to school class teachers do not 

have the time to check emails as frequently as they did during lockdown due to being in 

class all day.   

Moving forward, teachers are happy to continue to communicate with you via email and will 

respond if you have any queries but please allow 24 to 48 hours for a response.   

Please can I ask that if you are reporting an absence or need a quick response that you 

return to emailing or phoning the school office. If you are communicating something the 

teacher needs to know that day please also contact the school office rather than your child’s  

teacher.  

COVID Testing  

Please be aware that if your child has any symptoms of COVID then they have to have a PCR 

test, preferably at test centre, not a home Lateral Flow Test before they can return to 

school. Lateral Flow Tests are an indicator not a certainty and are only suitable for 

background testing and the result should be reported to: 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 



 

Please also be aware that if you choose not to take a test after your child has displayed 

symptoms then the whole family has to isolate for 10 days, not just the child concerned, in 

line with COVID legislation.   

Support Payments  

The DFE have asked that I share the information below.  

Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their education 

setting or by NHS Test and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and Trace Support 

Payment or discretionary payment of £500, if they meet the eligibility criteria. The extension 

of the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme, which is administered by district and 

unitary local authorities in England, ensures that parents receive the financial support they 

need if they are unable to attend work due to childcare responsibilities.  

Parents and carers should apply to their local authority to receive a payment. Applications 

for the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme are made via the local authority in which 

the parent or carer resides, not the local authority where the setting is situated, if these are 

different.  

To be eligible applicants must meet all of the criteria that:  

• they are the parent or guardian of a child or young person in the same household and 

need to take time off work to care for them while they self-isolate. This is limited to one 

parent or guardian per household for the child or young person’s self-isolation period  

• they are employed or self-employed  

• they cannot work from home while undertaking caring responsibilities and will lose 

income as a result  

• they meet all the other means-tested eligibility criteria for a Test and Trace Support 

Payment or locally determined criteria for a discretionary payment  

  

  

Kind Regards  

Janice Freeman  
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