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World War I (WW1) also known as the First World War, was a global war 

centered in Europe that began on 28th July 1914 and lasted until 11th November 

1918. The war lasted exactly four years, three months and 14 days. Before World 

War II began in 1939, World War I was called the Great War, the World War or 

the War to End all Wars. 135 countries took part in World War I, and more than 

15 million people died. It involved two opposing alliances – the Allies and the 

Central Powers. The countries of the Allies included Russia, France, British 

Empire, Italy, United States, Japan, Rumania, Serbia, Belgium, Greece, Portugal 

and Montenegro. The countries of the Central Powers included Germany, 

Austria-Hungary, Turkey and Bulgaria. 

How did world war 1 begin? 

World War 1 was triggered on 28 June 1914 by the assassination of the 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria and his pregnant wife Sophie. Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand of Austria was the nephew of Emperor Franz Josef and heir to 

the throne of Austria and Hungary. The assassination was planned by a Serbian 

terrorist group, called The Black Hand and the man who shot Franz Ferdinand 

and his wife was a Bosnian revolutionary named Gavrilo Princip. 

A primary cause of WW1 was a difference over foreign policy. Although the 

assassination of Franz Ferdinand triggered WW1, that was only the immediate 

cause. Differences over foreign policy between the major world powers was 

the underlying cause of the war. 

WW1 had many causes a tangle of alliances made between countries, to 

maintain a balance power in Europe, which brought about the scale of the 



conflict. The Bosnian Crisis where Austria-Hungary took over the former 

Turkish province of Bosnia in 1909 angering Serbia. Countries were building 

their military forces, arms and battleships and wanted to regain lost 

territories from previous conflicts and build empires. 

 

 

Why did so many people lose their life? 

Many lives were lost on the western front because of the poor conditions and 

diseases traveling quickly also the machinery was getting better in the war. 

When the Germans were building their trenches, they had more effort in their 

bunkers with electricity and running water but the British thought that they 

would not be there long, so they rushed with their trenches. With wet clothes, 

no hot food and no clean water it was unlikely for them to survive and 40 

million had of died.  The British decided to run on no man’s land expecting no 

resistance without knowing the Germans were wating 57 million where killed or 

injured or injured and at the end the death toll was over 1 million. 

Was the treaty of Versailles fair? 

The treaty of Versailles was signed in 1919 after the World War one. It was a 

punishment of Germany to start the war and forced it to accept all the blame. 

The involved requirements were seen to be very harsh. Many arguments were 

made on the treaty, and the most common question was that whether the 

treaty of Versailles fair. In my opinion, I am quite agreeing with the decision. 

 

Firstly, there is no fair in warfare. Defeat powers should obey the victors’ 

orders unconditionally, no excuse, and no complaint, just accepting the lost. 

Secondly, the treaty of Versailles was made by the “Big Three”, they were 

Woodrow Wilson from America, Lloyd George from Britain and Clemenceau 



from French. The terms in the treaty were put up by those three ideas. Their 

different attitudes and opinions were restricting the others. Nobody would be 

completely satisfied, and no one could make it extremely harsh or kind. Thirdly, 

relating the cost of the war. This is also the most important point of my view. In 

World War 1, numbers of villages and towns were destroyed. The economy and 

industry in Europe collapsed. From every nation who took part in there barely 

was a family who had not lost a member, nearly 35 million casualties, including 

a large amount of death of innocent people. How could Germany and her allies 

pay for this? The treaty of Versailles was deserved. 

In the treaty, Germany was asked to pay a huge amount of reparations, up to 

6600 million. Some people thought it was very unreasonable. At the time, it was 

impossible for Germany, but it was not given a time limit. Germany can rebuild 

the economy step by step till finally being able to pay off the compensation 

payment. Germen were also incredibly angry about the arrangement of the 

territories. As a defeated country, there was no doubt Germany need to give 

back all the colonies and be planed just as it did to the other country before. In 

conclusion, I think the Treaty of Versailles was fair enough. The aim of it was to 

weaken the German power and ensure there was no more war, nevertheless 

Germany regained the power in 20 years, rebuilt the industry and military. 

Germany recovered extremely fast from the lost. However, they did not 

cherisher the achievement, launched another worldwide war, which was larger 

and more disastrous instead. the fact strong proved that the treaty had pushed 

Germany too hard, otherwise they should not be able to start the war. 

Moreover, compared to the treaties they made to Russia, the treaty which was 

much more horrible, and the huge cost of the World War 1, Germany was lucky 

to of recovered. 

How did Hitler rise to power? 

Several factors contributed to the rise of Hitler during the early 20th century, 

culminating in his domination of Germany, and the collapse of the Weimar 



Republic. Firstly it is important to consider the state of Germany before Hitler 

rose to power; the Treaty of Versailles signed by Germany after WWI meant 

Germany had to take a lot of blame and pay many reparations for their role in 

the war. This not only depleted German finances, but also isolated Germany 

from other European countries. 

Hitler took advantage of this desperation to rise to power, promising to 

increase employment and the economy, which to poor and struggling Germans 

was what they needed; desperate times really do call for desperate measures. 

Hitler also used the political situation at the time to rise to power. Although 

other major parties in Germany had more support than the Nazi party, they 

would not work together, and had failed the German people since the first 

world war. 

perhaps the most important factor in Hitler's rise to power was his passing of 

the Enabling Act in 1933 which allowed him to make laws without approval by 

anyone else, essentially the beginning of the Nazi dictatorship as Hitler could 

make any rules without opposition. This enhanced the role of the Nazi Gestapo 

who Hitler used to spy and arrest opposers of Nazism to further enhance his 

power in Germany, as well as circulating propaganda to get continued support- 

whether that be through fear or not- from the population, until he had almost 

complete power. Overall, Hitler was able to rise to power by 1933 by taking 

advantage of the poor economic situation of Germany at the time, by bringing 

down his opposing political parties, and by gaining totalitarian control over 

Germany through his laws and the use of the Gestapo and became chancellor. 

 

The effects of World War 1 are still being felt a century after its conclusion. It 

was the deadliest war which involved more countries and was more expensive 

than any other war before it. The weapons used during WW1 were also more 

advanced than any previous war, using tanks, submarines, poison gas, 

airplanes and long-range artillery. Over 9 million military personnel died during 



this war, and over 7 million men were left permanently disabled. It is not 

surprising that the effects of WW1 were still evident decades later. 
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